
Welcome to the first edition of Camp Harlam’s development newsletter!

For most of its existence, nonprofit Camp Harlam grew without 
fundraising. Around 2000, the URJ, of which Harlam is a part, 

organized its camp system into a single network. This, coupled with 
the changing business climate, the aging of our buildings and the 
greater needs for scholarships have made fundraising essential, to 
ensure we continue to deliver on our mission. In 2011, Camp Har-
lam’s leaders embarked on a process to transform Camp Harlam’s 
community into one which includes a culture of giving.

The development leadership team, comprised of lay leaders and 
members of our professional staff, is advancing Harlam’s efforts with 
respect to: capital fundraising, which addresses facilities and build-
ings; scholarship fundraising, which addresses needs for assistance 
with camper tuition and fees; and legacy/
endowment fundraising, which relates to 
including Camp Harlam in estate plans.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
The initial focus of development 

efforts has been capital projects. In 
2011, Harlam commissioned a master 
facilities plan to upgrade camp’s facili-
ties and help camp remain competitive 
in a crowded market. Under this plan, 
the top priority is the renovation of 
the girls’ cabins and addition of (staff) 
leadership cabins.

Our partners at the URJ funded the Master Plan, some signif-
icant, necessary septic system improvements in Girls Camp, and 
pre-funded a $1,125,000 capital gift matching program in connec-
tion with our “Build a Bunk” effort to renovate the girls’ cabins.  

To date, six of the 12 girls’ cabins have been renovated, and 
the new bunks have been very well received. Thanks to generous 
donors, we have raised $850,000 in pledges to date, including our 
first six-figure gift. Momentum is building. 

In order to continue this progress and build more new cabins 
in Girls Camp for Summer 2015, Harlam needs to obtain new 
pledges of $300,000 by January 31st. 

SCHOLARSHIP
In addition to the capital campaign, there has also been 

tremendous initial success in scholarship fundraising, including 
the largest gift in Harlam’s history, a $1,000,000 gift from the 
Weidhorn Family Foundation. This summer we had the inaugu-
ral Harlam 5K/Fun Run, which raised almost $10,000. Our spring 
newsletter will focus on these scholarship efforts.

These highlights show that we have taken some great first 
steps toward securing the future of a thriving Camp Harlam that 

will continue to be magical for future 
generations. Signs of a culture of giving 
are starting to appear. It is only the 
beginning, though, and there is much 
to do to finish the girls’ cabins and 
to move on to other projects in the 
Master Plan.

Please consider your own investment 
in ensuring a vibrant Camp Harlam for 
future campers by making a gift, which 
can be spread over multiple years and 
will be matched dollar for dollar by the 

URJ. Please also consider volunteering your time and energy to this 
most worthwhile cause. You can call any of us to discuss the future of 
Camp Harlam and your role in it. Our development efforts encompass 
a wide range of activities, some of which do not involve any type of 
direct solicitation. We welcome and need your participation. 

Finally, thank you to our generous early donors who were first 
to step up and demonstrate their commitment to Camp Harlam’s 
fundraising efforts. These early givers are a true model of leading 
by example.  

L’shalom,

Dan Pliskin, Alan Prushan and David Olinsky | Development Committee Co-Chairs
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ALUMNI DAY 5K
By Ali Petok  | Development Committee Member

L ast winter, development co-chair Dan Pliskin came to me with an 
idea: a Camp Harlam 5K. The idea came from a former camper of 

mine, Laney Mann, and I was thrilled. As an avid runner and a peer-to-peer 
fundraiser, I was incredibly excited about how bringing a run to camp could 
change the face of the fundraising we do, as well as engage young alumni in 
different ways.

Planning a race that is a fundraiser, especially the first time, is not an easy 
task. To accomplish our development goals, we wanted to engage alumni 
and current staff participants in peer-to-peer fundraising (seeking gifts 
from friends and family), rather than simply asking for donations from each 
participant. When we had key details done, we announced our race and 
invited alumni to sign up, encouraging them to start their own fundraising 
pages and to ask the people in their lives to support a cause so important to 
them: providing a new generation an opportunity to attend Harlam.

Dan and I worked closely with the enthusiastic professional staff, and 
decided on Alumni Day as the optimal date. We also decided to invite senior 
campers, Gesher participants, and faculty and staff members to participate 
in the race, making this race a seminal part of their camping experience. The 
athletics department led a training program so that all were safely prepared 
for race day. Perhaps most fun of all, we started a discussion with some 
young alumni to determine the name of our race: we settled on the Chapel 
on the Hill Chase 5K, run alongside the Dotter’s Dash Family Fun Run, but 
you should have seen some of the outtakes (“You better get sweaty for Joe 
and Betty!” was one…).

On the second Sunday in August, race day was finally upon us. Aaron 
Selkow welcomed us to camp and alum Rabbi Ben David led an invocation. 
Staff member Noah Diamondstein led all of us in the national anthems 
of the US and Israel. And then, the runners were off, followed shortly by 
our very adorable and enthusiastic families participating in the fun run/
walk. Lay leader David Olinksy kept the crowd going with his passionate 
announcing throughout the race, with our faster runners clocking in around 
20 minutes for the 5K. After the last runner crossed the finish line, we held 
closing ceremonies, awarding our fastest runners and highest fundraisers 
with prizes. One of the best parts of the inaugural Chapel on the Hill Chase 
5K was the way in which it engaged alumni in every facet of the race, from 
planning, to creating a name, to running and fundraising. This took a village 
and was a race for everyone who is part of the Harlam community. We 
even had one alum who couldn’t be there on race day, but ran the race 
“virtually”— he completed his own race at home and was a top fundraiser. 
We hope to expand such virtual participation in the future.

That morning there was so much excitement in the air. People who had 
been running for years, and some who finished their very first 5K or 1 miler 
that day, were out running and walking around camp, taking in the beauty 
that is our home away from home. All were excited to be there on the course 
or cheering participants through this new adventure. This race marked the 
start of a new phase of development at Camp Harlam. Participants learned 
that it is through a simple ask that we can raise money for the next generation 
of campers. Their fundraising efforts generated nearly $10,000 towards the 
Mitch Perlmeter Scholarship Fund, which we hope to continue to grow with 
the 2nd annual Chapel on the Hill Chase 5K in 2015.



DONOR RECOGNITION 

Camp Harlam has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this newsletter, including recognition of our cherished donors. In the event that any details  
are incorrect or omitted, please contact Rachel Steinberg at RSteinberg@URJ.org or 610-668-0423, Ext. 1040 so that appropriate acknowledgement can be made. Thank you!

We gratefully acknowledge the following donors to our Capital Campaign between September 1, 2012 – November 1, 2014.  
On behalf of the entire Camp Harlam community, we thank these leaders sincerely for their generosity and support. 

$100,000 and above
Anonymous

$50,000 – $99,999
Esther Fendrick
Dr. Bettyruth Walter

$25,000 - $49,999
Gary Aidekman Family Foundation
Stefanie and Steven Cohen and Family
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Jay and Judith Eskovitz
David and Susan C. Olinsky
Daniel and Lisa Pliskin
David and Rosanne Selfon

$18,000 – $24,999
CHAI (Camp Harlam Alumni Association) 
Abraham and Andrea Morris  
   Charitable Fund

$10,000 - $17,999
Jewish Federation of Greater  
   Philadelphia, Men’s Cabinet
Caroline Kallman Joffe
Levine Family Gift Fund
Nathaniel and Charlene Mayer
Mimi Prushan
Alan and Carol Prushan
Michael and Lysa Selfon Puma
Jeff and Ali Reich
Matthew Rothfleisch
Andrew Rudolph
Rabbi Amy Schwartzman
Kevin Moss  
   and Rabbi Amy Schwartzman
Aaron and Ann Selkow 

$5,000 - $9,999
Rabbi Benjamin and Lisa David
Joel and Kim Feller
Michael and Jamie Beth Fleischner
Michael Frank
Lee Klein-Erlichman
George and Tracy Gordon
Richard and Sharon Kollender
Louis Walker
Robert and Stephanie Zuckerman

$1,800 - $4,999
Rick Abrams
Rabbi Craig Axler
Michael Baratz
Ellen Behrend
Susan R. Blum
Rabbis Andrew Busch and Debbie Pine
Sherri Berman Carignan 
Brad Cohen
The Dickstein/Levitan Family
Roy Feinberg and Debbie Feierman
The Hertz Glascom Family
Bruce and Susan Golboro
Michelle Wilck Goldman
Michael Hochberger and Shelly Dropkin
Rabbi Michael Holzman
Aaron Krauss
Marc and Judy Landis
Rabbi Eric Lazar
Grace Lissauer
Rabbi Jessica Locketz
Bill and Eileen Luby

John and Rabbi Sharon Young Marcus 
Rabbi Brian and Holly Michelson
Rabbi Ellie Miller
Rabbis Jordan Millstein  
   and Paula Feldstein
Rabbis Scott and Randi Nagel
P. Sherrill Neff and Alicia Felton
Jerry and Charlotte New
Neal and Teri Nover
Rabbi Jack Paskoff
Rabbi Karen Perolman
Stuart and Estelle Price
James and Joan Reich
Rabbi Peter Rigler
Rabbis Peter and Stacy Rigler
Rabbi Yair and Morisa Robinson
Adam and Jennifer Rosenberg
David and Hyla Rosenberg
Michael Rosner  
   and Allison Rosner Cohen  
Robert and Pamela Saltzburg
Peter Sandler
Pamela Clarke Sandonato
Theodore and Nancy Schaer
Larry and Gail Simon
Robert and Karen Sirota
Peter and Caitlin Wood Sklar
Ira and Brenda Skolnick
Sarah Bernstein Solomon
Scott Stone
Rabbis Ron and Barbara Symons
Brad Tessler
Ben and Amanda Wachstein
Rabbi Steve Weisman
Michael Wilck
WRJ Atlantic District
Mat Zucker and Bryan Fuhr
Stefanie Ziev

$500 - $1,799
Elliot Abrams
Michael and Susie Barnello
Cantor Anna Berman
Scott and Susan Chanin
Michael and Meredith Cohen
JJ and Barbara Cutler
David and Melissa Forstein
Michael, Larry and Ruth Hochberger
Stephen Lewis
Kenneth and Joan Lorber
Arnold and Norma Meshkov
Rabbis Michael Namath 
   and Sue Shankman
Daniel A. Nestel
Rachel Umansky Nosnik
Allegra Reich
Rebecca Neulander Rockoff
Craig Schmell
Jodi L. Segreen
Neil and Cheryl Shander
Seth Skootsky
James and Bess Soffer
Jacob and Jodi Susman
Rabbi Lance Sussman
Robert Swikart
Edward Wise

Up to $499
Stuart and Marylee Alperin
John Alter

Lydia Alvarez
James Andriola
Josh Arnold
Matt Bach
Dan Baratz
Peter Berg
Lindsay Berman
Betty Berman Greenfield
Gwen Bland
Sarah Fleisch Bodack
Josh Bomze
Albie Brandow
Bill and Elizabeth Brister
Charles Brodsky
Michael  Brown
Howard and Nellie Camerik
Lisa Casel
Rachel Cohen
Rob Cohen
Peter Corsi
Andrea Denish
Rebecca Dickson
Jessica Downey
Leigh Drachman
Dan Drosman
Kenneth and Adrian Dubow
Dale Elin
Kim Fendrick
Zachary Fendrick
Rebecca Firestone
Joshua Fishman
Scott Fleisch
Heidi Fleischer Moltner
Debbie Fliegelman
Steve Fromm
Diana Gaffin
Mitchell Gardiner
Sue Gelsey
Louis Gershenson
Douglas  Gibbens
Stuart Gold
Edwin Goldberg
Marvin Goldin
Hal Goldstein
Jennifer Goldstein
Jeffrey and Samantha Green
Cantor Meredith Greenberg
Daniel Greenberg
Geoffrey Greenberg
Alex and Liz Grumbacher
Lisa Loeb Handelman
Elisa Heisman
Erik Heller
Harra Hershman
David Hertz
Kevin Hill
Ruth Hochberger
Marcia Horn
Jessica Israel
Gregory Kalik
Ross and Jennifer Katz
Andrew Kauffman
Steven Keppler
Philip Kibel
Jason Kleinman
Rabbi Alison Kobey
Michael Koenig
Rabbi Elisa Koppel
Matthew and Jennifer Kraft

Marc Kress
Lisa Kreutzberg
Emily Laderman
Cantor Regina Lambert-Hayut
Gloria Landy
Stacey Levy
Scott Levy
Suzanne Levy-Rudolph
Dena Magid
Jason Mesches
William Meyers
Anthony Miller
Jared Miller
Ami Miron
Harvey and Stacy Mitgang
David Moskowitz
Meredith Naskiewicz
Janice Nelson-Rappaport
Joan Nerenberg
Sheri Oppenheimer Baker
Glenn Pargament
Daniel Perel
Wesley Peskin
Nancy Pompan
Ellen Ray
Joshua Rednik
Alex Reich
Olive Reid
Howard  Reiter
Jon Richter
Neil Rigler
Michael  Rose
Jeremy Rothfleisch
Stanley Safier
Michelle Saunders
Edward Schmidt
Deena Sherman
Stuart Shmookler
Paige Silberfein
Tony Sittineri
Jeremy Sklar
Holly Smukler-Walter
Stacy Spiewak
Matt and Alison Stamm
Rabbi Cy Stanway 
Stephanie Steele
Rachel Steinberg
David and Stephanie Steiner
Sidney Stern
Mark Strauss-Cohn
Neil Streisfeld
Ilyssa Summerfield
Jacob and Jodi Susman
Dell Sweeris
Rachel Tyler
Michael Weiner
Stephen Weseley
Michael  White
Bernard  Wiener
Linda Wimmer
Amy Winheld
Kim Wishnow-Per
Alan Yedid
Daniel Zeehandelaar
Shira Zemel
Rabbi Daniel Zemel
Jacob and Lori Zlotoff
Leonard Zucker



Donor Profile
P ast URJ Board of Trustees Chairman Peter Weidhorn 

takes Jewish continuity seriously and credits Jewish 
camping as a prime transmitter of Jewish culture, values and 
heritage. According to Peter, his first taste of Jewish camping 
came through the years his children attended Harlam. “My 
role on the URJ Board and at the Reform camping system was 
shaped by Arie (Gluck, camp’s long time Director) and Harlam.”

Several years ago, Peter and his family created a family 
foundation, which has Jewish continuity as its core mission. 
Harlam is profoundly grateful to have been awarded 
$1,000,000 from the Weidhorn Family Foundation. Those 
funds will help to enable families with multiple children 
attending Harlam to afford their children’s summer 
camping experience.

The recent Pew Study questioned the future of Jewish 
life and civilization in America. Peter believes that Jewish 
camping, along with other experiential activities and events, 
will not only strengthen Jewish life but make it thrive. 
Fortunately for Harlam, Peter’s philanthropy has enhanced 
our camp and its mission.

Dear Friends:
W e are extremely excited and thankful for the efforts 

made by our donors, volunteers and professionals 
that have contributed to a reinvigorated community of 
supporters for Camp Harlam. The raised funds, the visioning 
and planning for the future, and the actual completion of 
so many projects in various areas of need mean that we can 
ensure a bright future for our camp and for the thousands 
of children that will become a part of it. In addition to the 
many needs we’ve addressed through our own operational 
resources and the support of the URJ (like infrastructure 
projects, expanded program facilities and even the opening 
of the first-ever URJ-affiliated community day camp in 
2014), the growth of development at Camp Harlam has gone 
beyond raising dollars and has helped to grow our amazing 
base of volunteers and leaders.

 We are excited to see six new girls cabins that replace 
outdated structures, replete with expanded living spaces, 
new bathroom facilities, beautiful decks and common areas, 
sustainable construction, and much more. We’ve even been 
able to build two of the six cabins with full ADA access so 
that more inclusivity will be possible in the future. With six 
cabins still to go in Girls Camp, we’ve got real momentum. 
In addition to all the work that was done to build the 
structures, we are pleased to have also been able to address 
the water, wastewater, electrical and other important 
systems in that area of camp.

 We have also seen other projects completed, such as two 
incredible GaGa Courts (with roof structures to protect kids 
from the sun and to assure use on rainy days), Adventure/
Ropes Course expansions including a high-challenge canopy 
course and zip lines, totally renovated outdoor basketball 
court, expanded garden, staff housing renovations, Irwin 
(softball/baseball) Field reconstruction, Lake Joshua 
improvements (with new toys, shade structure and shore 
repairs), community space work such as the Kanofsky Fire 
Pit, and more. Without the support of donors, this would 
not have been possible. And there’s plenty more ahead for 
us, both in the Master Plan that was designed with Domokur 
Architects and our stakeholders, as well as new areas of 
focus that we identify each and every summer.

 We are proud of our progress, and the entire community 
is thankful for all that our volunteers and friends have added 
to camp. We can’t wait to see this continue to help the Camp 
Harlam of today and the Camp Harlam of the future.
 Aaron Selkow | Director

For information about how 
to get involved with our 

development efforts and/or  
to discuss your gift to camp, 

please contact  
Rachel L. Steinberg, 

Development Coordinator,  
at 610-668-0423, Ext. 1040  

or RSteinberg@URJ.org.

HELP BUILD A BUNK

80 Gifts of $1,800 
Gifts of all Sizes Valued

Matching Program Available
Naming Opportunities and Donor Recognition

Gifts and Pledge Agreements for 3-5 Years$150,000

New Living Areas, Bathrooms,
Outdoor Decks, Increased Storage,
On-Demand Hot Water, Energy  
Efficiency, ADA Accesssibility


